A NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER 


August was once again the month for the San Diego ComicCon. I must say it was 
really nice to see many of the Renegade Artists there, including Max and Terry on Ms. 
Tree, Larry and Michael on Suburban Nightmares and Arn Saba on Neil the Horse. 
Even our printers, Preney Print and Litho, had sent someone up and Kim got a chance 
to see just how much Comics has grown and changed int he last few years. 

There was plenty of excitement at the booth with the unveiling of the two new 15- 
sues of Neil the Horse , with our first two issues of the new Cherkas and Hancock ser- 
ies, Suburban Nightmares.and so sales were brisk during the convention. Unfortunate- 
ly, we did not have Renegade Romance or Tripto the Acid Dog (with Bill Mumy, 
Steve Leialoha and Miguel Ferrrer) ready in time for the convention, much to the 
disappointment of both fans and the creators. 

However, there was plenty of excitement at the dance that night, when Seduction 
of the Innocent ( Max Collins, Bill Mumy, Steve Leialoha and Miguel Ferrer ) played 
to a very packed house. A good time was certainly guaranteed for all, and I sure hope 
they come back to play for us next year. I even got a chance to get up and boogie for a 
song with them! 

As you may have noticed, we have had some personnel changes here, with Peter 
taking a bit more time to work at his other job ( in advertising) and so we have asked 
Nora to come on with us to handle the mail orders and subscriptions as Peter does his 
work freelance now. Jennifer will be working more closely with me the next few 
months, so that I can take the time to make some changes in format etc, at Renegade. 
More on that in a month or two. 

That's about it for now. I just wanted to say hi to everyone who came by the booth. 
See you in a month or two! 
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I'VE GOT CERTAIN OTHER YOU'RE PARDONED 
THINGS ОМ MY MINO, DRINK- HONEY. I GET KINO ОР 
ING Г CAN DO ANY TIME. IMPATIENT MYSELF, 
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Ағат BUTI COULD NEAR THE PAT BOYS BROGAN S$ 
POUNDING THE FLOOR BEHIND МЕ SO I JUST KEPT 

SPINNING AROUNO LIKE A CRAZY ROULETTE WHEEL w 
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ROBERT & PHYLLIS WEINBERG Book Specialists 


15145 OXFORD DRIVE, OAK FOREST, IL 60452 (312-) 687-5765 


TERMS: All items are new and stocked in depth. However, please 
indicate if you prefer a refund or a credit if something does 
sell out. Please make sure your name and address is inside your 
letter. Shipping is $2.50. Please specify if you want you order 
sent out by post office or UPS (we must have a street address for 
UPS). Money orders preferred. 


MAX ALLAN COLLINS NOVELS (AND STORIES) 


*CARIBBEAN BLUES - Paperjacks pb.  Authors' advance donated to 
Literacy Volunteers; Max Collins, Warren Murphy, Gregory 
Macdonald, Robert Randisi, Mary Higgins Clark, Richard Meyers, 
and Molly Cochran wrote this round-robin style mystery taking 
place on a cruise - on a cruise. A wild, funny adventure. Set in 
the '30s, Collins chapters feature Nate Heller. $3.95. 


*NEON MIRAGE - the new Nate Heller hardcover from St. Martin's. 
Heller, Bugsy Siegel and Virginia Hill collide in 1947 Las Vegas. 
"Unputdownable," Kirkus says. Many b & w period photos. Signed 
bookplate by Collins laid in. Recommended. $18.95. 


SPREE - TOR Hardcover, first Nolan novel in six years.  Ex-thief 
Nolan (and Jon) must help the revenge-happy Comforts loot a 
shopping mall, or Nolan's girl friend Sherry will die. 
Recommended. 311 pages. Bookplate signed by Collins. $15.95. 


PRIMARY TARGET - Foul Play Press hardcover, the first Quarry 
novel in ten years. When he refuses to become involved in a 
political assassination, Quarry becomes an immediate loose end. 
Recommended. Bookplate signed by Collins. $15.95. 


HARDBOILED - SUMMER '88 Issue, features Part Two of four-part 
serialization of MOURN THE LIVING, unpublished Nolan novel. $3. 


TOMORROW I DIE - Collection of Mickey Spillane short stories and 
novelettes from 1950s. Mysterious Press hardcover. Edited and 
introduced by Max Allan Collins and dustjacket by Steranko. 
Published in 1983 at $14.95. Includes the complete, great short 
novel, "Everybody's Watching Me." $2.95. 


BLACK LIZARD ANTHOLOGY OF CRIME FICTION - trade paperback. 
Features new Nate Heller short story, "Scrap," plus stories by Ed 
Gorman, Harlan Ellison, Bill Pronzini, etc. Recommended. $8.95. 


OTHER NEW BOOKS: 


ADVENTURES OF SATAN HALL - Carroll John Daly. Mysterious Press 
trade paperback, four short novels from Detective Fiction Weekly 
of the 1930s. Hall was a police detective in the Dirty Harry 
mode, as relentless and cold-blooded as the criminals he fought. 
From the originator of the hardboiled detective story. $8.95. 


AMISTTREE TALE | 
BY МАХ COLLINS, TERRY BEATTY AND GARY KATO 
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PLEASE KEEP IN MINI? THAT I САМ 
BE YOUR ALLY, Of YOUR. 7? . . - 
THE CHOICE IS YOURS. BUT МУФНР, 
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NO, BUT THEY, LEFT 
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MAKE THAT GALL FROM 
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TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT ISSUE — 


Address all letters of 
comment to 


SWAK 

Р О BOX 1007 
MUSCATINE, IA 
52761 


As most of you know, the special 50th issue of MS. TREE is fast approaching. It will include, in addi- 
tion to the second and concluding рап ot "The Death of Ms. Tree," a tlexi disc of "The Theme from Ms. 
| Tree" {written by myself and my musical collaborator Paul Thomas, performed by our group CRUSIN’); | 
_ it will also include a portfolio of guest artisfs, in many cases doing their interpretations of our girl. 

These have begun to come in and they are terrific; among the drawings we've received thus far are con- 

tributions from Will Eisner and Moebius. The “Ms. Tree" theme has been recorded and it's great. No 

kidding. You're going to love it. The issue will be 48 pages, and will also include a lengthy Mike Mist prose 
short story written by Barb Collins and edited by тувей (it's ferrific). Whether or not “Johnny Dyna- 

mite" makes an appearance will depend on how many guest drawings come in. Buf it will be, believe if, a 

hell of an issue. 

And you MS. TREE fans have a hell ot a potential problem. The advance orders on this issue do not re- 
flect its special contents; in fact, the orders (at this point) are slightly under our usual level. This, we 
are fold, reflects fhe dollars-and-cents crunch your local comic book shop is feeling because of fhe gluf 
caused by Marvel and (to a lesser degree) DC. Reprints, bi-weeklies, weeklies...according to a recent 
CBG, if you were to buy one copy of everything published in a recent month, you'd need around $1100! 

So MS. TREE and all independent comic books are fhreatened by fhis monetary crunch, and fhe jmme- 
diate problem is that many of you stand to not get a copy of our special 50th issue. Obviously, with these 
guests artists in the book, non-MS. TREE readers who follow those artists are likely to pick up a Copy; 
and hard-core MS. TREE fans who do nof wani to fear out the bound-in flexi may decide to buy one issue 
lo collecf and another to read (and play). And fhe popularity of "Wild Dog" (thus far we're among the 
more popular features in ACTION WEEKLY, according to reader polls) may increase Collins/Beatty in- 
ferest. 

So what do you need to do? You need to reserve a copy of MS. TREE #50 at your comic-book shop 
Dow. We want to make sure that our loyal readers can get this very special issue. Because of this cur- 
rent crunch, it may be wise of you to reserve MS. TREE every month; some of you may wish to subscribe, 
aithough quite honestly we prerer that you Support your local comic-book ship. 

Also, we may be doing a signed, limited edition of 200 copies with a special Beatty MS. TREE drawing 
bound-in that will not appear elsewhere. We'll let you know. 

in the meantime, reserve your copy - don't miss out. 


Dear Max, 

Please do nof change the current format on MS. 
TREE. I'd rather have twelve pages of “Ms. Tree" 
every month than four full issues and eight Ms. Tree- 
less months a year. | enjoy and am very grateful for 
this format. MS. TREE has introduced me fo many 
new things such as Johnny Dynamite, Dick Tracy, and 
myslery novels (especially yours). 

Three years ago, | read nothing but comics from 
"fhe Big Two;" so my uncle, who had been collecting 
independents for some time, suggested fhem 10 me 
and loaned me #1. | got hooked and soon doubled the 
ambuní of money | spent on comics (from a measly $10 
to $20 a month.) Alter Chinese New Year, | felt ex- 
ceedingfy rich (married friends and family give tiny 
red envelopes with money inside to children for good 


luck) and decided 10 experiment with comics I've 
never seen or read before. That month | ordered 
from The Westfield Company forfy-four comic 
books--thirty of them independents. | have fo ad- 
mit, though, | picked them haphazardly. Looking at 
free tlyers (remember "Мем Аде"?), | ordered 
comics that my uncle recommended and ones thaf 
sounded good. An early A-V issue of MS. TREE 
was one of those that sounded good. 

Laler on when | received the issue, | found out 
that il was good. 

What turned me on to MS. TREE was that it was 
a well-written, exciting, mysfery comic with a fe- 
male gun-toting detective who uses violence to get 
the job done. Oh yes, 10 show what a moronic fresh- 
man | was, | did nof know why Ms. Tree was named 


Ms. Tree until my sophomore year. That year when | 
went to Comics and Comix to buy two recent back 
issues ot MS. TREE, | remember the clerk there re- 
marking, "Oh, have you been reading MS. TREE long? 
It's the best mystery/detective comic book out to- 
дау." After reading the two, | agreed with the clerk 
and bought the rest ot the back issues the next day. 

From last October to this November, I’ve read 
twenty-two books--nineteen mysteries and sixteen 
of them written by you. First | read your tour 
QUARRY novels (in order), then your NATHAN 
HELLER novels (in order), then your MALLORY 
novels (not in order). Alter reading Ouarry, it was 
really hard to get used fo Nathan Heller in the first 
tew chapters ot True Detective. When | first read 
Mallory, he was very hard to get used to, too, be- 
cause he was different from Ouarry and Heller, Now 
| know that the three characters were meant to think 
ditterently and be diferent from each other. And 
what about Nolan? Well, I'm atraid | haven't read one 


yel. It's because | can't tind them anywhere! | - 


combed through all the book stores in S.F. and found 
NOLAN #2, 3, and 4 published by Pinnacle, but | 
can't find the others. | don't want to read a series 
out ot order again. 

When | was reading the Heller novels, | kept looking 
up the names in my uncle's Halliwell's Fi 

ion to see it those people were real (Sally 
Rand, George Ratt, etc.). I'm just wondering, but is 
or was Mary Ann Beame a real person or what? 

At night, | usually read until | feel sleepy, but when 
| read your books, | never get sleepy. Your books are 
REALLY mysteries. Anything can happen at any 
lime (especially, in QUARRY. That heartless guy 
kills people when you least expect it}. Your books 
are hard as hell to put down. 

| bought Midnight Наш around May, | think. | never 
intended to read it tor a while because (would you 
believe) | was running out of Max Collins books to 
read and it was written in third person. It was a real 
Shock to my system after reading Ouarry, Heller, 
and Mallory in first person. | never knew about Love 
Canal before and that's probably a good thing be- 
cause if ! knew, it would have kind of screwed up the 
story for me. While | was flipping through my Eco- 
nomics book a few days alter | finished Midnight 
Haul, | ound a short summary ot the history of Love 
Canal. You didn't change the facts too much. It said 
that The Hooker Chemical and Plastics Company, а!- 
ler burying tons of chemical wastes, donated the 


land to the Niagara Falls Board of Education which 
was later used the land to build homes and an ele- 
mentary school. Years later, residents found chemi- 
cals seeping through their lawns and basements. | 
recently bought Love Canal-My Story, written by 
Lois Marie Gibbs, for 98 cents. 

Your characters have sex so much (not that 1 
mind) that | was wondering it you would ever use 
AIDS па plot. | also wondered it any of your char- 
acters would catch something (one ot your charac- 
ters received the clap or something}, or it you would 
preach safe sex. After reading Nice Weekend for a 
Murder and the first few chapters ot Primary Tar- 
get, my question was answered. Thank You. 

And contrary to popular beliet, not all the males in 
San Francisco are gay. 15 this a popular stereotype 
of San Francisco in the Midwest and East? Or are 
we stereotyping the Midwest and East that every- 
one over there thinks that we're all gay? S.F. Giant 
tans came back home trom St. Louis during the 
playoffs with horror stories about $1. Louis fans 
heckling them, calling them fags, and running away 
mockingly yelling that the Giants tans have AIDS. 

Please. Next time you have a character that is gay, 
don't have him come from S.F. 

Last Friday (a day atter my 17th birthday), ! de- 
Cided to spend some ot the money my relatives gave 
me tor my birthday; so after school, | went to the 
San Francisco Mystery Bookstore and bought Pri- 
Mary Target, Spree, used hardcovers ot True De- 
tective and True Crime, a tirst printing of The 
Broker, and other books. | only had $82 in my pock- 
et. | used $75. | couldn't (and still can't) believe | 
spent that much. There was ап autographed Nice 
Weekend for a Murder, but | was not going to shell 
out another $15 to get your autograph (even though 
| thought about it). 

My friends are a different story. When | tell them 
| read MS. TREE they give me this tunny look like 
they just stepped on shit. They probably think, 
"What does Wylie read a comic about a...a... woman 
for? 15 he crazy?" 

| guess they think its un-Macho to read about а 
woman. | think | better give them a сору of MS. 
TREE to prove to them how wrong they are about 
this comic book. 

Here are some comments and questions | have for 


you: 
1. In last week's CBG, you stated that the third op- 
tion has been picked up tor a Ms. Tree movie, What 


does "option" mean and what happened to the first 
two options? 
2. I've looked at the Bud Plant catalog and saw that 
there's a book of your DICK TRACY strip available. 
Great! There's no paper in the Bay Area that has 
your strip. Serials are not too popular here. 
STEVE ROPER is found in the classified ads sec- 
tion. 
3. No more 3D specials, please! It kills my eyes. 
4. | recently received "The Bobby Darin Story" by 
ATCO. | read that Rock and Roll Special and be- 
came interested in Darin, so when joined the Colum- 
bia Record Club, | picked the record. | also have this 
urge to listen to "Psychedelic Siren." Are all those 
records by your group still available? Do they stili 
cost the same? Have you recorded and released new 
albums? 
5. | imagine that you're quite pissed off at McDo- 
nald's for screwing around with the song "Mack the 
Knife." 
6. In your Mickey Spillane book, there's a picture 
near the beginning. It looks like it was taken at a 
convention. Spillane wore a Lite Beer shirt. There's 
a person to his right with his face turned away from 
the camera. Is that you? 
7. Since you wrote a whole book about him, | figured 
he was a good author, so | bought 4 Spillane books 
(Vengeance is Mine, The Big Kill, The Snake, and |, 
The Jury). 1 tried to read but after 
twenty pages, | said "UGH! Maybe some other те!" 
Do you recommend any other authors? | have read 
books from Sue Grafton, Julie Smith, and Dashiell 
Hammett. | have books written by Raymond Chan- 
dler, Bill Pronzini, and James M. Cain. Which "| The 
Jury" Movie should | watch? 
8. What kind of computer and word processor do 
you use? | am using my Apple lle and a totally lousy 
word processor that cannot underline or do anything 
Special. | recently bought Paperclip by Batteries 
Included, but it's quite complicated and | haven't the 
time to figure it out. 
9. Do you swim as often as you write? 

Wylie Wong, San Francisco, CA 


Thank you for your long and enthusiastic letter, 
Wylie. (Believe it or not, folks, I've edited this one 
way down...in fact, this letter came in last November 
and is only seeing print now because | knew it would 
take time to edit.) Now, Wylie, HI respond to some 
of your points and answer some of your questions. 


Spree, the seventh published NOLAN novel, has 
just been reprinted in paper by TOR. There is a 
possibility that TOR - or someone else - may publish 
the very first NOLAN, Mourn the Living, written in 
1967, and unpublished until its recent serialization- 
in-progress in HARDBOILED magazine. You can get 
HARDBOILED (and current books of mine) from 
Bob Weinberg, who advertises in these pages. And 
as for autographs, Weinberg M.A.C. material is ei- 
ther signed or has a signed bookplate. 

The character Mary Ann Beame in True Detective 
is fictional. Whether or not she was real is one of the 
queslions readers most frequently ask, and t take 
that as a great compliment. As for AIDS in my sto- 
ries, as you indicate, it has turned up in Nice Week- 
end for Murder and rates some mentions in Primary 
Target. And in a recent MS. TREE, we may have had 
the first "safe sex" panet within the context of a 
mainstream comics story (Dan's use of a condom). 

It's true that San Francisco is stereotyped as a 
homosexual haven, and it's tempting for a wriler 10 
tie into such beliefs. Incidentally, I've come under 
some fire in a recent AMAZING HEROES article for 
expressing homophobic attitudes in MS. TREE. t 
know we have a lot of gay readers, and t hope they 
understand that t am (as t have frequently said) "an 
equal opportunity offender." t am also not inclined 
to respond to criticism like this by inserting a token 
"positive" gay into a MS. TREE story. I've long had 
in mind a story that will involve gays, and it will in- 
clude gays who are good, bad, nice, not nice, elc. 
Some folks have misinterpreted my comment that 
homosexuality is not "natural" as a condemnation or 
moral judgment. It is not. | was talking only about 
procreation being the primary function of sex; t was 
not ruling out its recreational value! 

Movie options. For several years, MS. TREE was 
"optioned" by SEPP International, the Smurf folks; 
this means they paid dough 10 try to develop the 
property into a TV or film project. Options can be 
renewed, usually, and this option was renewed - 
"picked up" - two times, making a total of three op- 
tion periods. Recently it lapsed and we'll soon be out 
on the marketplace again (and we have fairly fre- 
quent inquiries - Lorimar was turned away, for in- 
stance, because SEPP held the option). Clear? 

There are indeed some reprint volumes, from 
Dragon Lady Press, of my TRACY material, some of 
it drawn by Rick Fletcher, some of it by current art- 
ist Dick Locher. | haven't had contact with the 


Dragon Lady folks lately, but | trust well be doing 
more when we ай have time. š 

Congratulations on your good taste in picking up 
“The Bobby Darin Story.” (And yes, whoever turned 
"Mack the Knife" into another hideous MacDonalds 
Land character will surely burn in Hell.) 1 can highly 
recommend the current album "As Long as I'm Sing- 
ing," which has many rare Darin performances; the 
CD just came out, and it has bonus tracks. As for 
CRUSIN' (a.k.a. The Daybreakers), we are working 
on an album which will no doubt be advertised in these 
pages; and you will soon have (if you reserve a copy, 
anyway) the flexi disc by Crusin’ in issue #50. The 
album THE DAYBREAKERS is still available, as is 
DIRTY WATER (a compilation album with several 
Daybreakers and Crusin' tracks); a 45 EP with five 
songs on gold vinyl by CRUSIN' is available, too. 
Eight bucks apiece postpaid for the albums, four 
bucks for the EP; you can write me care of SWAK. 

That's me in the Spillane pic, yes. And you should 
stick with Spillane through an entire book. Try the 
first book, | the Jury; or perhaps The Girl Hunters. 
My favorite is One Lonely Night, but that's strong 
medicine. Both ሂ the Jury" movies are well worth 
watching. 

Г have recently switched to an Epson Equity II-plus 
with a hard disc. 1 use WordStar, | swim infrequent- 
ly; | use swimming metaphorically in the books. 

Whew. Wylie, thanks for your interest. But cut 
down on your sugar intake, will ya? 


መጋ De) х 


Max, 

| just read in the AMAZING HEROES PREVUE 
SPECIAL that MS. TREE dies in issue #50. Say it 
аш! so! 

This seems a rather extreme way to end the series. 
I'm the first person to say that Tree has perhaps 
outgrown a monthly comic book adventure, but | did 
hope to be reading her in some format (graphic novel, 
etc.) for years to come. And while 1 understand that 
you can do "untold stories" issues or graphic novels, 
זו‎ just wont be the same, knowing she's no long "with 
us." 

It's certainly a tribute to both you and Terry that | 
feel so strongly about Michael that | would miss her 
presence, even if she can return in previous adven- 
tures. You've both done a remarkable job of instilling 
her with a personality so that reading her adventures 


has been more like getting a letter from a (danger- 
ous) friend. 

You know where you're going with the series, so | 
don't expect to prevail upon you to change your 
minds. | just hope we haven't heard the last of our fa- 
vorite female P.I. - or the last of your comic book ac- 
tivity {tm certainly looking forward to the return of 
WILD DOG in ACTION). 

Jeff Gelb, Los Angeles, СА 


Jeff, the comic book isn't ending, the feature isn't 
ending, MS. TREE herself isnt ending. She's just 
gonna die, okay? No big deal. (Congratulations to 
Jeff on the recent publication of his first horror 
novel, SPECTERS). 
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Dear Max, 

It's a good bet that Ms. Tree fans will be offended 
by this letter. | picked up MS. TREE 443, after not 
having read the last two dozen issues. What encour- 
aged me 10 buy the magazine was the inclusion of the 
"Johnny Dynamite" feature. Pete Morisi's work has 
always been to my liking. 

Now on to the second point in my letter. In the let- 
ters section, Iwas somewhat astounded by your easy 
acceptance of Rick Taylor's detection that "Nicholas 
Alascia" drew a "Johnny Dynamite" story. | do not 
own the issue in question, but t assumed most people 
who collect Charleton realized the byline "Nicholas 
Alascia" referred to penciller Charles Nicholas and 
inker Vince Alascia. In a somewhat similar instance, 
the byline "ChaSal" referred to penciller Charles Ni- 
cholas and inker Sal Trapani. 

| sincerely hope this letter hasn't proven 100 trivial 
for you. Thanks for listening. 

Dale J. Blakeney, Waco, TX 


Thanks for the info, and the positive response to 
our back-up feature - which |, personally, am proud 
fo share a book with. (Me too - Terry Beatty.) 
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Another Fine Magazine from 
FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS 
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Piease send me the following: 

ГІ Prime Cuts #1 (original Crumb story) for $4.00. 

[| | Prime Cuts #2 (Glibert Hernandez cover) for $4.00. 
О Prime Cuts #3 (опа Rick Geary story) for $4.00. 

П Prime Cuts #4 (20-page Sinner story) for $4.00. 

[| Prime Cuts #5 (о! humor Issue) for $4.00. 

[ | Prime Cuts #6 ("Ana" begins) lor $4.00. 

C) Prime Cuts #7 (Clowes, Ollswong, Sworte) for 54.50. 
О Prime Cuts #8 (Kuper, Messner-Loebs) for $4.50. 

L! Package of Prime Cuts 41-8 lor 525.00. 

Г] Six-issue subscription to Prime Cuts for $24.00. 
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Send to: FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, 1800 &idgegate Street 
#101, Westlake Village, СА 91361. Please certify that you are 
18 years ar alder, allow six fo eight weeks for delivery. Foreign 
orders please add extra 10% far extra postage 
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